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LifePort Delivers Lightweight Armor Kit For
Columbia Helicopters

DALLAS, March 7, 2017 – LifePort, a Sikorsky company, announced today that it has delivered
four shipsets of cabin and cockpit floor armor for Columbia Helicopters’ 107-II aircraft (commercial
equivalent to the Boeing CH-46).  The armor is designed to protect crew members while operating in
hazardous environments. Sikorsky is a Lockheed Martin company (NYSE: LMT).

Through years of experience and customer collaboration, LifePort incorporated a new design and
delivered a lightweight armor solution on an aggressive schedule. The armor panels are
encapsulated with LifePort’s LifeGard protective coating, providing enhanced durability to support
cargo transport in the Columbia107-II.

“Columbia Helicopters extends its heartfelt gratitude to LifePort for a job well-done in advance of the
contracted commit date.  The timeline was very compressed, and we are very pleased with the
outcome,” said Chris Hankland, director of supply chain for Columbia Helicopters.  “LifePort’s
partnership in the design and development process as well as its commitment to collaboration is
exceptional, and the pre-fielding response of flight and maintenance crew personnel to the new
product is very positive.”

“Our relationship with Columbia Helicopters is a great example of how LifePort views themselves as
a partner for every customer.  By working together to better understand the mission profile we were
able to field the latest technology in ballistic protection materials while decreasing total system
weight by about 20 percent compared with current ballistic systems,” said Dwayne Starnes, armor



general manager for LifePort.

LifePort has more than 25 years of experience developing and manufacturing military applications
for fixed and rotor wing aircraft, and this current upgrade to the legacy product further showcases
the innovation, collaboration, and commitment to our customers and the market.

For additional information on LifePort’s suite of products that serve military operators around the
world, please visit the website at www.lifeport.com.

About Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company
Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a global security and aerospace company
that employs approximately 97,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research,
design, development, manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems,
products and services.

About Columbia Helicopters
Columbia Helicopters is the world leader in heavy-lift helicopter operations. The company owns and
operates Columbia Model 234 Chinooks, Boeing CH-47D Chinooks, and Columbia Vertol 107-
II helicopters at locations around the world. With an experienced crew and a highly capable fleet,
Columbia Helicopters has a longstanding record of success in providing commercial airlift services to
Defense, Firefighting, Oil & Gas, Logging, Forestry and Construction industries. The company’s
headquarters and MRO facility are located at Wes Lematta Field at the Aurora State Airport, near
Portland, Oregon. 
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