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Lockheed Martin Boosts Student Mars
Missions With $150,000 Grant For
Challenger Learning Center Of Colorado
Springs

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colorado, Nov. 14, 2018 –
Colorado students will soon have
a chance to visit Mars thanks to
Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT). The
company announced a $150,000
grant which will provide the
Challenger Learning Center of
Colorado Springs with a next-
generation Mission to Mars
upgrade for its spacecraft and
mission control simulator. 

The grant will allow students to
participate in “Expedition Mars,”
a new, immersive mission module
that challenges future astronauts
to work together in search of
signs of water on the Red Planet.
The missions will provide hands-
on labs, such as robotics
navigation and oxygen testing;
exposure to major Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) concepts; and an

introduction to academic paths and career connections in aerospace.

The new module is possible through a major upgrade of the Challenger Center’s 16-year-old
interactive simulator software and hardware. This upgrade, and training of the Center’s staff on the
new system, is made possible by the Lockheed Martin grant. The new Expedition to Mars mission
module will be available to students in October 2019.

This type of training and development of the next generation of scientists, engineers and explorers is
important to Lockheed Martin.

“From landing NASA’s first spacecraft on Mars in 1976 to landing the next spacecraft on Mars in two
weeks, Lockheed Martin Space has built spacecraft and systems that have explored every planet in
our solar system,” said Kay Sears, Lockheed Martin’s vice president for Military Space. “To continue
this proud legacy, we are going to need a lot more engineers and scientists in the future. This
investment in the Challenger Center now is just the smart thing to do.”

“Thanks to Lockheed Martin, it is expected that our next-generation spacecraft simulator will take
more than 400,000 students into space and to Mars over the next 50 years,” said Robert Fredell,
President & CEO of the Challenger Center. “Lockheed Martin’s contribution will help us continue to
be the leading informal STEM education center in southern Colorado, inspiring youth in math,
science, engineering and technology careers.”

Following the check presentation, 7th graders from the Vanguard School in Colorado Springs
demonstrated a “Rendezvous with a Comet” mission on the Challenger Center’s existing simulator.
The simulator and Center’s staff have delivered space exploration inspiration to more than 200,000
Colorado school children since the educational facility opened its doors in 2002.

Lockheed Martin Space, headquartered near Denver, continues to be a leader in the space industry.

https://news.lockheedmartin.com/From Lockheed Martin Space, Kay Sears, Vice President and General Manager for Military Space, and Monica Palko, Vice President and General Counsel, pose with Robert Fredell, President & CEO of the Challenger Learning Center of Colorado Springs.


Current projects include: operating eight spacecraft for NASA, with the newest, the InSight Mars
Lander scheduled to land on the Red Planet on November 26; building the U.S. Air Force’s next-
generation GPS III satellites, the first of which is scheduled to launch in December; and building
NASA’s Orion spacecraft, the world’s only exploration-class spaceship that will take humans out into
deep space, including the Moon and Mars.                                                                 

About The Challenger Learning Center:

The Challenger Learning Center of Colorado’s mission is to inspire and engage elementary and
middle school students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) subject areas,
using exciting, hands-on, “team STEM” programs. The Center is part of a network of Challenger
Centers founded by the families of the astronauts lost in the Space Shuttle Challenger accident in
1986, to provide living memorials to honor the crew of the ill-fated mission.

Learn about Challenger Learning Center and its mission at challengercenter.org.

About Lockheed Martin

Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a global security and aerospace company
that employs approximately 100,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research,
design, development, manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems,
products and services.

Learn more about Lockheed Martin’s commitment to local communities at
lockheedmartin.com/community.

https://news.lockheedmartin.com/Lockheed_Martin_Boosts_Student_Mars_Missions_With_-
150K_Grant_For_Challenger_Learning_Center_of_Colorado_Springs

https://vimeo.com/300180377
https://youtu.be/MysI2_Sbmsg
https://vimeo.com/292909363
http://www.challengercenter.org/
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/community
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/Lockheed_Martin_Boosts_Student_Mars_Missions_With_-150K_Grant_For_Challenger_Learning_Center_of_Colorado_Springs

