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Lockheed Martin Hosts Bahrain Ambassador At F-16 Production Line

Production is underway on the first F-16 Block 70 ‒ for the Royal Bahraini Air Force

GREENVILLE, S.C., Dec. 17, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT) hosted
Shaikh Abdullah bin Rashed Al Khalifa , ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the
United States, at the company's F-16 production line, where production is underway on
the first F-16 Block 70 ‒ for the Royal Bahraini Air Force.
"Lockheed Martin's partnership with Bahrain began more than 40 years ago and it
continues today with the F-16," said Bridget Lauderdale, vice president and general
manager of Lockheed Martin's Integrated Fighter Group. "Bahrain was the first country in
the Gulf region to acquire the F-16 and the first customer in the world to procure the
advanced F-16 Block 70."
"Bahrain has been a strategic partner and friend to the United States, and South Carolina
was pleased to host the delegation today," said U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham. "We are
proud of the hard-working folks at Lockheed Martin in Greenville, making one of the best
jets to ever take to the sky, the F-16 Block 70."
The F-16s manufactured in Greenville ‒ for international customers ‒ will be the newest
and most advanced F-16 production configuration ever offered, combining numerous
capability and structural improvements. F-16 production is creating hundreds of new jobs
in Greenville ‒ supported by more than 400 suppliers in 41 U.S. states ‒ and positioning
the site to grow.
"South Carolina has established a legacy of being capable of manufacturing the most
advanced products in the world, and with the help of Lockheed Martin's investment in
Greenville, we are further solidifying that legacy," said South Carolina Gov. Henry
McMaster.
The Greenville production start coincides with significant, growing demand for new
production F-16s around the world. To date, Lockheed Martin has three F-16 Block 70
customers: Bahrain, Slovakia and Bulgaria.
About Lockheed Martin
Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a global security and
aerospace company that employs approximately 105,000 people worldwide and is
principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture, integration and
sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services.
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