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Team Freedom Lays Keel On Nation's 23rd
Littoral Combat Ship
Construction of the future USS Cooperstown officially begins

MARINETTE, Wis., Aug. 14, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- The Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT)-led industry team
officially laid the keel for the U.S. Navy's 23rd Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), the future USS
Cooperstown, in a ceremony held at Fincantieri Marinette Marine in Marinette, Wisconsin.

Ellen R. Tillapaugh, Mayor of the Village of Cooperstown, New York, completed the time-honored
tradition and authenticated the keel by welding her initials onto a steel plate that will be placed in
the ship.

"It is a tremendous honor to authenticate the keel for the future USS Cooperstown," Tillapaugh said.
"Ships and their crews have a special bond with their namesake, and I know the village of
Cooperstown will proudly support this ship throughout her construction, and when she is
commissioned and enters the Navy fleet."

The Lockheed Martin and Fincantieri Marinette Marine team is currently in full-rate production of the
Freedom-variant of the LCS, and has delivered five ships to the U.S. Navy to date. The future USS
Cooperstown is one of eight ships in various stages of construction at Fincantieri Marinette Marine.

"We are proud to build another proven warship that allows our Navy to carry out their missions
around the world," said Joe DePietro, Lockheed Martin vice president of small combatants and ship
systems. "We look forward to working with the U.S. Navy to continue building and delivering highly
capable and adaptable Freedom-variant Littoral Combat Ships to the fleet."

LCS 23 will be the first vessel named for Cooperstown. Her name honors the veterans who are
members of the National Baseball Hall of Fame located in the namesake city. These 64 men served
in conflicts ranging from the Civil War through the Korean War.

Lockheed Martin's Freedom-variant LCS is highly maneuverable, lethal and adaptable. Originally
designed to support focused missions such as mine warfare, anti-submarine warfare and surface
warfare, the team continues to evolve capabilities based on rigorous Navy operational testing; sailor
feedback and multiple successful fleet deployments. The Freedom-variant LCS integrates new
technology and capability to support mission capability from deep water to the littorals.

For more information, visit www.lockheedmartin.com/lcs.
For photos of the keel laying ceremony, click here:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/143371902@N04/albums/72157699852134844
For B-roll of the ceremony, click here: https://vimeo.com/279601108
For video highlights of speakers, click here: https://vimeo.com/285017361

About Lockheed Martin
Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a global security and aerospace company
that employs approximately 100,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research,
design, development, manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems,
products and services. This year the company received three Edison Awards for ground-breaking
innovations in autonomy, satellite technology and directed energy.

About Fincantieri Marinette Marine
Fincantieri is the leading western shipbuilder with a rich history dating back more than 230 years,
and a track record of building more than 7,000 ships. Fincantieri Marine Group is the American
subsidiary of Fincantieri, and operates three Great Lakes Shipyards: Fincantieri Marinette Marine,
Fincantieri Bay Shipbuilding, and Fincantieri ACE Marine. Fincantieri Marine Group's more than 2,100
steelworkers, craftsman, engineers and technicians in the United States specialize in the design,
construction and maintenance of merchant ships and government vessels, including for the United
States Navy and Coast Guard.

About Gibbs & Cox
Gibbs & Cox, the nation's leading independent maritime solutions firm specializing in naval
architecture, marine engineering and design, is headquartered in Arlington, Virginia. The company,
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founded in 1929, has provided designs for nearly 80 percent of the current U.S. Navy surface
combatant fleet; approaching 7,000 naval and commercial ships have been built to Gibbs & Cox
designs.

 

SOURCE Lockheed Martin

Additional assets available online: Photos (1)

https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2018-08-14-Team-Freedom-Lays-Keel-on-Nations-23rd-Littoral-Combat-Ship

https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2018-08-14-Team-Freedom-Lays-Keel-on-Nations-23rd-Littoral-Combat-Ship#assets_117
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2018-08-14-Team-Freedom-Lays-Keel-on-Nations-23rd-Littoral-Combat-Ship

