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BAE Systems Awards Contract To Lockheed Martin To Supply Vertical
Launching System For Royal Navy's Type 26
HAVANT, England, March 1, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- BAE Systems awarded Lockheed Martin
(NYSE: LMT) a contract to equip the Royal Navy's new Type 26 Global Combat Ship with
the MK 41 Vertical Launching System (VLS).
The MK 41 VLS is the only system capable of launching anti-air, anti-submarine, surfaceto-surface and strike-length missiles. Once integrated with the Type 26, the MK 41 VLS
will offer the Royal Navy unparalleled flexibility and capability.
There have been more than 3,850 successful firings worldwide. MK41 VLS has been
successfully integrated and is in service with the U.S. and 12 allied navies on nearly 200
ships representing 20 ship classes.
"Lockheed Martin has a long and successful partnership with the Royal Navy, and we look
forward to working with BAE Systems to integrate the MK 41 VLS with the Type 26," said
Paul Livingston, Group Managing Director of Lockheed Martin UK Rotary and Mission
Systems. "The MK 41 VLS will provide the Royal Navy's Type 26 Global Combat Ships with
a proven and cost-effective vertical launching solution."
Each Type 26 will be equipped with three 8-cell MK 41 VLS modules. BAE Systems' initial
order includes nine MK 41 VLS modules, enough for the first three ships of the class.
"The signature of this contract is another important milestone in the ongoing delivery of
the UK's Type 26 program," said Mike Holstead, head of the Type 26 program at Defence
Equipment and Support, the Ministry of Defence's procurement organization. "The
vertical launch system will be a key part of the capability of the new frigate fleet, and an
essential tool for Royal Navy in operations to defend the UK and her interests."
"As momentum builds and GLASGOW, the first of three contracted next generation City
Class Type 26 Global Combat Ships, takes shape at our facilities in Glasgow, we are
delighted to place this contract with Lockheed Martin," said Nadia Savage, director of the
Type 26 program at BAE Systems. "The Vertical Launching System contributes to our
overall combat management system and will further enhance platform flexibility and
capability, which are core to the design of the Type 26."
The Type 26 Global Combat Ship will be a world-class anti-submarine warfare ship and
will replace the Royal Navy's variant Type 23 frigates. Globally deployable, it will be
capable of undertaking a wide range of roles from high intensity warfare to humanitarian
assistance, either operating independently or as part of a task group. The first Type 26 is
due to enter service with the Royal Navy in the mid-2020s.
For additional information on MK 41 VLS, visit our website: www.lockheedmartin.com/vls
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Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a global security and
aerospace company that employs approximately 100,000 people worldwide and is

principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture, integration and
sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services.
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