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International Representatives View CH-53K
Helicopter
WEST PALM BEACH, Florida - Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., a subsidiary of United Technologies Corp.
(NYSE:UTX), recently hosted more than two dozen guests, including delegates from NATO’s Joint
Capability Group Vertical Lift (JCGVL), for an up close look at the U.S. Marine Corps’ CH-53K heavy lift
helicopter.

The group toured Sikorsky’s Florida Assembly & Flight Operations Center where they were able to
walk along the production lines for both the CH-53K helicopter and BLACK HAWK H-60M aircraft.

The delegates also had the opportunity to visit Sikorsky’s Development Flight Center (DFC), site of
full system testing of the heavy lift helicopter. The NATO group was able to see the CH-53K Ground
Test Vehicle (GTV), a prototype tethered to the ground. The delegation was also able to view the CH-
53K Engineering Development Model 1 (EDM), one of four flight test aircraft.

The visit wrapped up with delegates getting a chance to see the first of two prototypes of the S-97
RAIDER™ helicopter,  developed by Sikorsky to demonstrate the military application of Sikorsky’s X2
Technology™.  A second RAIDER™ prototype will serve as a demonstrator aircraft, offering key
customers an opportunity to experience the capabilities of X2 Technology first hand.  The RAIDER™
helicopter is a rigid coaxial rotor prototype aircraft ideally suited for armed reconnaissance and a
wide range of special operations missions. The coaxial counter-rotating main rotors and pusher
propeller provide cruise speeds beyond 220 knots (253 mph), more than double the speed of
conventional helicopters in this size class.

The visit to Sikorsky was part of the delegation’s semi-annual meeting taking place in West Palm
Beach, Florida. 

“We are delighted that our honored NATO guests can be here in West Palm Beach to experience,
first-hand, our energy and enthusiasm for our CH-53K aircraft,” said Mike Torok, Sikorsky’s CH-53K
Program Vice President.  “The CH-53K King Stallion is destined to fulfill a significant role in the
international heavy lift arena for decades to come.”

NATO Committee Chairman Hans-Peter Mueller said the visit provided an opportunity to see the CH-
53K helicopter in full scale and appreciate its capabilities.

“We thank Sikorsky for its hospitality. The delegates enjoyed the informative tour and recognize the
value of spending time with the designers and engineers building this heavy lift helicopter,” said
Mueller.

Sikorsky leads an industry team developing the CH-53K heavy lift helicopter for the U.S. Marine
Corps. The aircraft’s 88,000-pound (39,916 kg) maximum gross weight is designed to triple the
external load carrying capacity of the CH-53E SUPER STALLION™ aircraft to more than 27,000
pounds over a mission radius of 110 nautical miles under “high hot” ambient conditions.

U.S. Marine Corps Colonel Hank Vanderborght, H-53 Program Manager at the Naval Air Systems
Command, said the CH-53K helicopter program will expand the fleet’s ability to move more material
and more rapidly using proven and mature technologies. 

 “Our allies will benefit from the U.S. Marine Corps investment in this next generation heavy lift
platform,” said Col. Vanderborght. “The CH-53K represents not just the continuation of heavy lift
capability but a transformation of what we can do to ensure the Marine Corps remains the most
ready force.”

Sikorsky continues to conduct tests on four flight test aircraft at its facilities in West Palm Beach and
Stratford, Connecticut.

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., based in Stratford, Connecticut, is a world leader in aircraft design,
manufacture and service. United Technologies Corp., based in Hartford, Connecticut, provides high-
technology products and services to the aerospace and building systems industries.
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