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North Slope Borough Signs For S-92®
Helicopter ​
ORLANDO, Florida - 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. today announced that North Slope Borough (NSB), Alaska, has signed for its
first-ever S-92®  helicopter. The announcement was made at the 2015 Helicopter Association
International Heli-Expo show. Sikorsky Aircraft is a subsidiary of United Technologies Corp. (NYSE:
UTX).
 
The helicopter will be used for the critical mission of search and rescue operations (SAR) for all NSB
residents. The aircraft was selected to provide a safe, efficient and reliable airborne response to aero
medical evacuation (medevac), SAR and other emergencies. NSB is located above the Arctic Circle
and operates under some of the harshest cold weather conditions in the world, with temperatures as
cold as -55 degrees C with the wind chill. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, NSB has a total area
of 94,796 square miles of which 88,695 square miles is land and 6,101 square miles is water, thus
the need for a long-range, all-weather capable aircraft was critical to the NSB. Delivery is expected
in 2016.
 
“We are pleased to have been selected in what was a very competitive bidding process for this
critical search and rescue mission,” said Shane Eddy, President, Sikorsky Commercial Systems &
Services. “Igor Sikorsky’s vision was for the helicopter to be used in a lifesaving role. North Slope
Borough’s S-92 helicopter selection and mission is the foundation of Sikorsky Aircraft’s legacy.”
 
“Operating Search and Rescue missions on the North Slope is critical to the life and safety of our
residents. There isn’t another rescue provider for several hundred miles and with our extreme
climate every minute we cannot launch is another minute someone is potentially being exposed to -
40 below weather, getting frostbite and worse.  The gravity of the missions we take on requires that
our equipment is uniquely capable of and outfitted for speed and a long reach in icing conditions
when someone’s life hangs in the balance, and we are pleased to be adding a Sikorsky helicopter to
our fleet to better meet those needs,” said North Slope Borough Mayor Charlotte Brower.
 
Sikorsky has delivered more than 240 S-92 helicopters to customers throughout the world. NSB’s
selection of the S-92 helicopter adds to Sikorsky’s product line operating “on top of the world,” as
NSB proclaims. In 2014, Sikorsky celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the S-92 helicopter, which
was first delivered in 2004. The fleet has reached more than 800,000 flight hours. S-92 helicopters
also perform oil and gas transportation missions, heads of state missions, and a variety of
transportation missions for utility and airline passengers.
 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., based in Stratford, Connecticut, is a world leader in aircraft design,
manufacture and service. United Technologies Corp., based in Hartford, Connecticut, provides high
technology products and services to the building and aerospace industries.
 
The North Slope Borough is America’s farthest north municipal government, encompassing an area
of nearly 95,000 square miles across northern Alaska including eight communities and the Prudhoe
Bay oil fields.
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