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FORT WORTH, Texas, May 10, 2012 /PRNewswire/ -- Two Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT) F-35B short
takeoff/vertical landing (STOVL) production aircraft were ferried to Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., today, marking the
24th and 25th F-35 deliveries to the Department of Defense. The 5th Generation multirole fighter jets were
delivered to the United States Marine Corps and are now assigned to the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing's Marine
Fighter/Attack Squadron 501 residing with the host 33d Fighter Wing.

U.S. Marine Corps pilots Maj. Joseph Bachmann and Lt. Col. Matt Kelly piloted the aircraft, known as BF-9 and BF-
10 respectively, which departed Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base, Texas, at 1:26 p.m. and 1:42
p.m. CDT for an approximate 90-minute flight to Florida's Emerald Coast. The jets became the 10th and 11th F-35s
to join Eglin's fleet. Both jets will be used for pilot and maintainer training at the F-35 Integrated Training Center
there.  

One additional STOVL production jet, BF-11, will join the fleet at Eglin in the coming days. All three jets were
formally accepted by the U.S. Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) on behalf of the Marine Corps with
the signing of Department of Defense Form 250 (DD-250). BF-9 and BF-10 were accepted May 4 while BF-11 was
accepted May 5. Prior to acceptance, the three F-35Bs underwent a series of company and government checkout
flights at Lockheed Martin's F-35 production facility in Fort Worth.

The F-35 Lightning II is a 5th Generation fighter, combining advanced stealth with fighter speed and agility, fully
fused sensor information, network-enabled operations and advanced sustainment. Three distinct variants of the F-
35 will replace the A-10 and F-16 for the U.S. Air Force, the F/A-18 for the U.S. Navy, the F/A-18 and AV-8B
Harrier for the U.S. Marine Corps, and a variety of fighters for at least nine other countries.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security and aerospace company that employs about
123,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture,
integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services. The Corporation's net sales
for 2011 were $46.5 billion.
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