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Lockheed Martin-Built A2100 Commercial
Satellite Fleet Achieves 300 Years In Orbit
PR Newswire
NEWTOWN, Pa.

NEWTOWN, Pa., Dec. 15, 2010 /PRNewswire/ -- The Lockheed Martin (NYSE: LMT) A2100 commercial
communications satellite fleet has achieved a major milestone by accumulating 300 years of
successful in-orbit operations.  The A2100 satellite series, designed and manufactured at Lockheed
Martin Commercial Space Systems (LMCSS), currently consists of 37 commercial communication
satellites featuring 1400 transponders with an accumulated lifetime of over 11,000 years of
successful operations in orbit.  

The first A2100 satellite, GE-1 (now known as AMC-1), was launched Sept. 8, 1996 and has
surpassed 14 years of service life.  BSAT-3b, the most recent A2100 spacecraft, was launched Oct.
28, 2010 for the Broadcasting Satellite System Corporation (B-SAT) of Japan.  The satellite was
handed over for operation to B-SAT on Dec. 8, 2010.  

"The easy-to-fly A2100 satellite's tremendous versatility and reliability are based on an incremental
approach to implementing new technology, enhancing spacecraft performance while assuming very
low risk to the overall mission," said LMCSS President Joseph Rickers.  "We're extremely proud of the
A2100's Mission Success record and are confident we can continue to provide the same engineering
excellence, manufacturing quality and high level of customer satisfaction to our programs and
customers around the globe," continued Rickers.

Throughout its 52-year history, Lockheed Martin has built 98 commercial communications
geostationary earth orbit satellites which have achieved a total of 921 in-orbit years.  

The Lockheed Martin A2100 geosynchronous spacecraft series is designed to meet a wide variety of
telecommunications needs including Ka-band broadband and broadcast services, fixed satellite
services in C-band and Ku-band, high-power direct broadcast services using the Ku-band frequency
spectrum and mobile satellite services using UHF, L-band, and S-band payloads. The A2100's
modular design features simplified construction, increased on-orbit reliability and reduced weight
and cost.  The A2100 design accommodates a large range of communication payloads and serves as
the platform for critical government communications programs, including the Advanced Extremely
High Frequency and Mobile User Objective System satellites.

The A2100 spacecraft can also be configured for missions other than communication. It has been
adapted for Lockheed Martin's Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite Series-R earth
observing mission and serves as the spacecraft platform for Lockheed Martin's GPS III program.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security company that employs about
133,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research, design, development,
manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services.
The Corporation's 2009 sales from continuing operations were $44.0 billion.
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For more information about Lockheed Martin, see our web site at http://www.lockheedmartin.com.
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