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Lockheed Martin's New Multi-Purpose
Hellfire II Missile Destroys Tank In Flight Test
PRNewswire
ORLANDO, Fla.

Lockheed Martin's multi-purpose AGM114R HELLFIRE II missile struck and destroyed a stationary
tank target in its third proof-of-principle flight test, a ground-launch test configured to simulate
launch from an unmanned aerial system (UAS). The R-model, or "Romeo" missile, features a multi-
purpose warhead that enables a single HELLFIRE missile to cover all of the target sets of the
currently fielded laser-guided variants.

A team consisting of personnel from Lockheed Martin and the U.S. Army Joint Attack Munitions
Systems program office located in Huntsville, AL, conducted the test at Eglin Air Force Base, FL. The
missile, armed with a live warhead, was fired at a stationary M60 tank located 6.4 kilometers
downrange. Immediately before launch, test equipment emulating an airborne UAS launch platform
sent targeting data and warhead delay selection commands for an armored target to the missile.

The missile was launched in lock-on-after-launch mode with a high trajectory to simulate launch
from a UAS. It used its inertial measurement unit and targeting data to fly to the approximate
location of the target before beginning its search for the laser signal generated by the ground-based
targeting laser. The missile acquired the laser spot and struck the target within inches of the laser
aimpoint.

"One of the most noticeable operational enhancements in the AGM-114R missile is that the pilot can
now select the type of lethality effects while on the move and without having to have a pre-set
mission load prior to departure," said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Mike Brown, HELLFIRE Systems product
manager. "This is a big deal in insurgency warfare, as witnessed in Afghanistan where the Taliban
are fighting in the open and simultaneously planning their next attacks amongst the local populace
using fixed structure facilities to screen their presence. The AGM-114R is currently that 'one missile'
that can service all targets."

"The success of this flight test demonstrates that the HELLFIRE Romeo can defeat HELLFIRE's
toughest target; a heavily armored vehicle," said Ken Musculus, director of Air-to-Ground Missile
System programs at Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control. "It can fly to an area before acquiring
a target, which enables a high-altitude platform to strike targets behind it without additional
maneuvering, and defeat a tank when it gets there. We've worked closely with our customer to
develop a next-generation all-in-one HELLFIRE, and we're pleased that we're that much closer to
getting it into the hands of the Warfighter."

Lockheed Martin performs all work on behalf of the HELLFIRE Systems Limited Liability Company,
and will produce the missiles at its manufacturing facilities in Troy, AL, and Ocala, FL.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security company that employs about
136,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research, design, development,
manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services.
The Corporation's 2009 sales from continuing operations were $44.5 billion.
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