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Lockheed Martin Upgrade To Extend Life Of
Kuwait Radar
PRNewswire
SYRACUSE, N.Y.

Lockheed Martin has been awarded a contract by the Kuwait Ministry of Defense to significantly
upgrade the Kuwait Air Force AN/FPS-117 long-range radar originally delivered in 1993. The radar is
used for air traffic control and strategic air surveillance. The upgrades will extend the service life of
the radar for 15 to 20 years.

The contract also provides for maintenance services and training for both the existing radar as well
as the Preliminary Early Warning System (PEWS), which combines multiple sensors to assist with air
surveillance in the region.

When the upgrade is complete, the electronics that provide the radar's signal processing and data
processing capability will be replaced with modernized electronics that fit in one cabinet. As a result,
the radar will have the same capabilities and reliability as a new AN/FPS-117. The work, which will
take place at Lockheed Martin's facility in Syracuse, NY, also includes an upgrade of the secondary
surveillance radar that enhances the system's tracking capability.

"There will be a fourfold reduction in components in this upgraded radar," said Frank Mekker, Jr.,
Lockheed Martin program manager, "and that will result in improved reliability and maintainability,
as well as reduced life-cycle support costs."

Kuwait is one of several customers for whom Lockheed Martin has extended the service life of
existing radars. The United Kingdom contracted with the company for similar upgrades for two of its
long-range radars, and in 2006, Lockheed Martin completed upgrades for eight AN/FPS-117 radars
for the German Air Force. Similar upgrades have been completed on five Romanian radars.

The AN/FPS-117 is the world's most successful three-dimensional radar. This L-band radar provides
continuous high-quality surveillance of air targets. There are 127 AN/FPS-117 systems operational in
14 countries. Many have operated for years in remote areas, completely unmanned and in a wide
range of operational environments.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security company that employs about
146,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research, design, development,
manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services.
The corporation reported 2008 sales of $42.7 billion.

For additional information, visit our website: http://www.lockheedmartin.com/
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