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Lockheed Martin Receives $87 Million
Contract To Provide Upgrade Kits For
Jordan's F-16s
PRNewswire-FirstCall
FORT WORTH, Texas

Lockheed Martin recently received a contract valued at $87 million to support upgrades to 17 F-
16A/Bs transferred to the Royal Jordanian Air Force.

The main upgrade is the F-16A/B Mid-Life Update (MLU), essentially the same as being performed on
400 F-16s operated by the five European Participating Air Forces (EPAF). This modification consists
of enhancements to the cockpit, avionics, sensors and weapons. These upgrades also improve
system reliability and supportability. In addition, future software upgrades will be available through
the common M-series F-16 software upgrade program being implemented by the U.S. Air Force and
the EPAF.

"This will be a low-risk, cost-effective modification for Jordan's F-16s," said David T. Wesolka,
Lockheed Martin's director of F-16 Sustainment Product Group. "No development is required, and
they will be upgrading their jets to the same state-of-the-art capability as the five EPAF partners are
implementing currently. Plus, they will benefit from the advantages of interoperability with other
users of modern F-16s and be able to share in future software updates in a very cost-effective
manner."

The 17 aircraft to be modified are USAF Block 15 F-16A/Bs with the Air Defense Fighter modification
provided to Jordan under the Peace Falcon II Foreign Military Sales program. Some were flown to
Jordan in 2003 and the rest are in storage in the United States. These aircraft are in addition to the
16 F-16A/Bs received by Jordan in 1997-98 in the Peace Falcon I program.

The upgrade package also includes Falcon UP and Falcon STAR structural upgrades. The structural
upgrades will extend the service life to 8,000 flight hours under demanding usage criteria. With
typical flight rates, these aircraft could remain in service for another 20 years.

The letter of offer and acceptance (LOA) for this Foreign Military Sales upgrade program was signed
in January of this year and long-lead effort began in February. Modification kits will be delivered from
the spring of 2006 through the spring of 2008. All aircraft will be modified between mid- 2006 and
mid-2009. A brief flight test program will be conducted in late summer 2006.

The contract was awarded Sept. 30. It covers kits, installation instructions, training, and normal
spares and support after the aircraft have been modified. The kit components will be produced in the
United States and Europe. The aircraft modifications will be performed at Turkish Aerospace
Industries (TAI) facilities in Ankara, Turkey, and at a base to be named in Jordan.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The F-16 is the choice of 24 countries. More than 4,000 aircraft have been delivered worldwide from
assembly lines in five countries. The F-16 program has been characterized by unprecedented
international cooperation among governments, air forces and aerospace industries. Major upgrades
to all F-16 versions are being incorporated to keep the fleet modern and fully supportable over the
aircraft's long service life.

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co., a business area of Lockheed Martin, is a leader in the design,
research and development, systems integration, production and support of advanced military aircraft
and related technologies. Its customers include the military services of the United States and allied
countries throughout the world. Products include the F-16, F/A-22, F-35 JSF, F-117, C-5, C-130, C-
130J, P-3, S-3 and U-2. The company produces major components for the F-2 fighter, and is a co-
developer of the C-27J tactical transport and T-50 advanced jet trainer.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin Corp. employs about 130,000 people worldwide
and is principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture and integration of



advanced technology systems, products and services. The corporation reported 2003 sales of $31.8
billion.

         F-16 is a registered trademark of Lockheed Martin Corp.

              For additional information, visit our website:
                      http://www.lockheedmartin.com/
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