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F-22 Raptor Team Successfully Completes
Key Phase Of Logistics Testing Ahead Of
Schedule

PRNewswire-FirstCall
MARIETTA, Ga.

The Lockheed Martin -led F-22 Raptor air dominance fighter team successfully completed a key
phase of logistics testing and evaluation (LT&E) here this week -- several days ahead of schedule.
This is a major achievement in preparing for the U.S. Air Force to begin Dedicated Initial Operational
Test & Evaluation (DIOT&E) next year.

Conducting the tests at Lockheed Martin's Marietta facility instead of the originally planned location
of Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., will save the program approximately $500,000.

Since mid-April of this year, Raptor 4009, the last Engineering and Manufacturing Development
(EMD) flight-test aircraft to be built during the program's EMD phase, has been subjected to a series
of tests designed to validate how easy the F-22 is to maintain and repair. Bob Rearden, Lockheed
Martin Aeronautics Co. vice president and F-22 general program manager, said the tests results
indicate the F-22 will be easier to maintain than America's current generation of fighter aircraft.

"During the tests, hundreds of aircraft parts were removed and re- installed to ensure the aircraft's
maintenance instructions meet the Air Force's requirements," Rearden said. "The test team has also
verified the user-friendliness of the Raptor's support equipment and determined that all necessary
human factors and environmental safety factors have been considered in the F-22's design and
production."

The logistics tests were conducted by a team of U.S. Air Force personnel -- including the service's
first group of F-22 maintenance instructors -- supported by contractor personnel at Lockheed
Martin's facility in Marietta, Ga. "This testing was to have been accomplished at the program's
Combined Test Facility at Edwards Air Force Base in California," Rearden said. "But the cost savings
generated from conducting these tests at Marietta convinced us that doing this here was the
smartest path to take."

With logistics testing complete, Raptor 09 is being readied for its first flight and ferry to Edwards
AFB, two events expected to occur later this summer. Once at Edwards, Raptor 09 will join the six
other Raptors there now, currently conducting developmental flight-test activities.

The F-22 Raptor air dominance fighter is built by Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co. in partnership
with Boeing, powered by Pratt and Whitney engines, and made from parts and subsystems provided
by approximately 1,200 subcontractors and suppliers in 46 states. Principal production activities take
place at LM Aero facilities in Marietta, Ga., and Fort Worth, Texas, as well as at Boeing's plant in
Seattle, Wash. Final assembly and initial flight-testing of the Raptor occurs at the Marietta factory,
headquarters for the F-22 program's contractor team.

The Raptor will replace the venerable F-15 Eagle as America's premier front-line fighter jet starting in
2005. The F-22's transformational yet balanced design of stealth, supercruise speed, and super-
agility, along with its advanced integrated avionics and overall user-friendliness, will allow the F-22
to help the Pentagon shorten future wars and save American and allied lives.

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co., a business unit of Lockheed Martin Corp., is headquartered in Fort
Worth, Texas, and is a leader in the design, development, systems integration, production, and
support of advanced military aircraft and related technologies. Its customers include the military
services of the United States and allied countries throughout the world. Products include the F-16, F-
22, Joint Strike Fighter, F-117, C-5, C-27J, C-130, C-130J, P-3, S-3 and U-2.

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin Corp. is a global enterprise principally engaged in
the research, design, development, manufacture, and integration of advanced technology systems,
products, and services. Employing about 125,000 people worldwide, Lockheed Martin had 2001 sales
of $24 billion.



For information on Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co., visit: http://www.lockheedmartin.com/

For information on Lockheed Martin Corp., visit: http://www.lmaeronautics.com/
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